Februaries. 

Rather Lambes) that b e evved early in the beginning ef the yeare. 

Youth is) A verye moral and pitthy Allegorie ofyouth,and the luftes there f 

to a vvearie wayfaring m#. °> C01 *?v : . 

Tityrus) I fuppofc he meane Chaucer , whole prayfc for pleafaunt tales ca 
long as the memorie of hys name fhal liue,& the name of Poetrie 
V V ell the wed) that is, Bene moratae,full of morall wifenefle. a 

There grcvv)This tale of the Oake and the Brere,he telleth as learned of Q 
is cleane in another kind, and rather like to Aifopes fables.lt is very 
for pleafaunt deferiptions, being altogether a certaine Icon or H 2 
f difdainfull younkers . * 

Embeliidit) beautified and adorned. To wonne) to haunt or Sequent. Sncb'! k 
Why ftandft)Thc fpeach is fcorneful & very prefumptuous. Engraincd)dved ^ 
Accloieth) encombrerh. Ada wed) daunted & confounded ^ 

Trees oflh te)taHer trees fit te for timber wood. Sterne ftrife) f aic j ru 

fell and fturdy. O my liege) A maner of fupplication, whercin^L^ 

ly coloured the affection and fpeache of Ambitious men. 
Coronall)Garlande. Flourets)y©ung bfoflfomes. 

The Primrofe) The chiefe and vvorthieft 

Naked arrnes) metaphorically ment of the bare boughes^poyled ofleaues.This ) 
rably he fpeakcth,as adiudging hym to the fyre. * Co ^ 

The blood; fpoken of a blockers it were of a lilting creature, figuratiuely, andias U 

Hoarie Iockes)metaphorically for withered Ieaues. 

Hent) caught. Nould) for would not. Ay) cuermore * Wounds'! d ,a, 
Enauntcr) leaft that. 

The prieftes crevvc) holy water pott,wherewith the popifhe prieft yfed to fprjnckk* 
hallowe the trees from mifchaunce.Sucb blindneffe was in tbofe times, which 
the Poete fuppofeth,to haue bene the finall decay of this aunrient Qake, C 
blocke oft groned) A liuelye figure^ vhkKegcueth fence and feeling to vnfcnfli 
creaturesjas Virgile aifo fiiyeth: Saxagemuntgrauido &c. 

Boreas) The Northerne vVyndjthat bringeththe mofte ftormie weather. 

Glee) chere and iollitie. 

For fcormng Eld ) And minding (as. fhouldc feme) to haue m ade rymeto the formte 
verfcjhe is conningly cutte of by Ciuiiye,as difibyning to here any more, 
Galage) a ftartuppe or clownilh-frioe. 

Embleme. 

This cmbleme is fpoken ofThcnot,. as a moral of his former ta!e:namelye,that God, 
which is himfelfe moft aged, being before al ages, and without beginnings 
maketh thole, whom he loueth like to himfclfe,in heaping yeares vnto theyre 
dayes,and bleffing them, vvyth longe lyfe. For the blefHng of age is not giuen 
to all,but vnto tho(e,vvhome God will fo blefle : and albeit thatmany euilme 
reachc vnto fuch fulneffe of yeares , and fome alfo vvexe oldc in myferieand 
thraldome,yet therefore is not age euer thelefTe bleffing.For cuen to fuch eul 
men fuch number of yeares is added , that they may in their laft dayes repent, 
and come to, their firft home.So the old man checketh the raihheaded boy, foi 
defpyfing his gray and froftyc heares. 

VVhomCuddye doth counterbufF with a byting and bitter prouerbe , fpoken indeed* 1 
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Februarie. fol.% 

' the foft in exempt ofold age generally. for it was an old opinion, and yet is 
S in fome mens concept ,tbat me of yeares haue no feare of god at at, 
2S fo much as younger folke.For that being rypened with long experience, 
° r I) hauine paSed many bitter brunts and blaftes of vengeaunce , they dread 
StoroJof Fortune, nor wrathe of Gods,nordaungerofmenne,as be.ng 
her bv longe and ripe vvifedome armed againft all mifchaunces and aduerfi- 
^eor wdi much trouble hardened againft all troublefome tydes: lykevnto 
the Apc of which is favd in fEfops fables, that oftentimes meeting the Ly on,he 
vvasat firft fore aghaft & difmayed at the grimncs and auftctme of hys coun- 

^ance but at lJ being acquainted vvith his lookes,hevras fofurrefrom few 

** if withWm: Suchelonge expm 
encc breedeth in fome men fccuritic. Although it pleafe Erafimus a great clt rk 
and cood old father,more fathedy and fauourablye to conftme it in his Adage* 
for his own behoof-, That by the prouerbe Nemo Sencxmctu.t Iouem,,s not 
meant that old men haue no feare of God at al, but that they befurre fromfu- 
pciftition and Idolatrous regard of falfe Gods, as is Iupiter.But his greate lear- 
ning notwithftandins,it is to p!aine,to be gainfayd , that olde men are muchc 
more enclined to fuch fond fooleries, then younger header 
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JEgloga Fertios . 

ARGVMENT. 
elTftbis Mglogue two piepbeards bojes taking occafion of the feafon.be - 
J gtnn: to ma^e j>ur[>ofe of lone and other plefaunce , tohich to fpringtime 
it motf agreeable. The fpeciall meaning hereof is, to glue (ertaine mat kps 
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